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SUBJECT: DARK POLITICAL SCENE AND US THREAT. 

SUMMARY: DURING DISCUSSION OF SIGNIFICANCE CORRIERE STAFF CHANGES 
REPORTED SEPARETELY, INFLUENTIAL EDITOR ITALY’S MAJOR CONSERVATIVE 
DAILY, IL GIORNALE, CENTER RIGHT, INDRO MONTANELLI, 

SKETCHED GRIM VISION OF ITALIAN SITUATION AFTER PARLIAMENT VOTE 
INDICTING GUI AND TANASSI AND FORESAW DANGEROUS US ROLE. 

1 . MONTANELLI WAS FIT TO BE TIED WHEN CONGEN MET HIM MARCH 11. 

VOTE BY PARLIAMENT TO INDICT GUI WAS MAJOR COMMUNIST VICTORY IN 

HIS VIEW AND DUE TO DIVISIONS IN DC. MONTANELLI HAD LITTLE USE 

FOR DC BUT IT WAS ONLY REMAINING BARRIER TO COMMUNISTS IN 

ITALY. NO ONE, HE RAGED, THOUGHT GUI WAS GUILTY, ESPECIALLY NOT 

COMMUNISTS. INDICTMENT WAS PCI MANEUVER TO PLLORY# ENTIRE DC. AND 

IT HAD SUCCEEDED. NO MATTER WHAT OUTCOME OF TRIAL BEFORE COURT, DC HAD 

BEEN DEALT NEW BLOW. AS FOR TANASSI, HE MIGHT WELL BE GUILTY. 


2. MAIN QUESTION, HE THUNDERED, WAS WHO IN DC WAS TO BLAME FOR 
INDICTMENT? PICCOLI HAD PROPOSED DC ABSTENTION THAT WOULD HAVE 
MADE PARTY DEFECTIONS AND THEREFORE INDICTMENT IMPOSSIBLE. WHY 
WAS THAT APPROACHED SABOTAGED? 
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3. MORO HAD MADE MAJOR POLITICAL COMMITMENT WITH FAR REACHING 
IMPLICATIONS AND OPPOSEE BY ANDREOTTI. HIS DEFENSE OF GUI WAS 
ATTACK ON DE FACTO ALLIANCE WITH PCI. NOW HE HAD BEEN DEFEATED. 
DID MORO HAVE THE POWER TO TOPPLE ANDREOTTI GOVERNMENT AFTER 
PCI HAD DEALT DC SUCH A BLOW? MONTANELLI COULDN'T ANSWER HIS 
OWN QUESTION, BUT POINTED TO THIS AS KEY ISSUE THE MORNING 
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AFTER. 

4. SHOULD MORO PROVOKE A CABINET CRISIS. MONTANELLI FORESAW NEW 
NATIONAL ELECTIONS IN WHICH DC JUST MIGHT EMERGE WITH ABSOLUTE 
MAJORITY. THAT POSSIBLE BECAUSE MINOR CENTER PARTIES WOULD BE 
SUCKED UP INTO DC AS WOULD PARTS OF FAR RIGHT. COMMUNISTS WERE 

NO LONGER PROGRESSING. MOREOVER, DC WOULD BE ABLE COUNT ON MAJOR 
RESEVOIR OF EMIGRANT VOTES NOT PREVIOUSLY TAPPED. PCI COULD HARDLY 
OPPOSE ENFRANCHISING THESE VOTERS DESPITE ITS KNOWING DC WOULD 
BE PRINCIPAL BENEFICIARY. 

5. ALL THIS WAS BAD ENOUGH, HE CONTINUED, BUT HIS EVEN GREATER 
FEAR WAS US. WORD FROM HIS CONTACTS IN THE US WAS THAT NEW US 
AMBASSADOR WOULD OPEN DOOR TO PCI ENTRANCE TO GOVERNMENT. HE WAS NEW 
MAN BEING SENT TO INAUGERATE NEW PHASE OF US RELATIONS WITH ITALIAN 
COMMUNISTS THAT WOULD SANCTION HISTORIC COMPROMISE. YOU AMERICANS, 

HE WARNED, WILL FIND THE COMMUNISTS GREAT PRAGMATISTS, WELL 
PREPARED AND CHARMING. THEY WILL APPEAL TO YOUR PRACTICAL SENSES, AND 

THEY WILL KNOW HOW TO COURT YOU IN THE UNITED STATES AND IN 
ROME. AND WHEN COMMUNISTS ENTER ITALIAN GOVERNMENT, HE SAID 
GRIMLY AND IN MEASURED WORDS, IT WILL BE WITH US APPROVAL. 

OTHERWISE, THEY WILL NEVER MAKE IT. 

6. IT'S BAD ENOUGH, HE CONCLUDED BITTERLY, TO HAVE ITALIAN 
DEMOCRACY SADDLED WITH THE CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATS. DO WE DESERVE 
TO HAVE THE AMERICANS HELPING THE COMMUNISTS TOO? 

7. FROM THIS STRONGLY HELD CONVINCTION, NO ARGUMENT OR DISA- 
GREEMENT COULD BUDGE HIM.WAYMAN 
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